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  تحية طيبة، 

 أرسل لسيادتكم: 
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أضعه بتصرف األكاديميين  إلعالم االقتصادي والشبكة العنكبوتية.امتابعة لالتقرير حصيلة 

 . والبيانات واالقتصاديين وأصحاب القرار والمتابعين، لتسهيل الحصول على المعلومة االقتصادية

أشير إلى أن بعض المعلومات والبيانات الواردة في التقرير قد ال تكون موثوقة بما يكفي، 

 من قبل خبير أو مختص. ساعد بتدقيق هذه المعلومات لتحقيق الموثوقية . وتحتاج إلى تدقيق

وأخلي نفسي من المسؤولية عن أية معلومة غير صحيحة أو غير دقيقة واردة في التقرير، ألن 

 المصدر المثبت في أسفل كل مادة منشورة في التقرير هو المسؤول. 

  .تمنياتالمع أطيب 

 األستاذ الدكتور مصطفى العبد هللا الكفري                                                              

 جامعة دمشق –كلية االقتصاد                                                                      

أرجو ممن ال يرغب باستمرار إرسال التقرير لسيادته، إعالمي ليتم حذف اسمه من مالحظة: 

 قائمة البريدية.ال
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 الفساد واألنشطة غير المشروعة األخرى

$1 trillion vanishes from the developing world’s economies every year 

من خالل الفساد واألنشطة غير المشروعة األخرى يختفي من اقتصادات الدول النامية سنوياً حوالي تريليون 

 .$ 1000000000000دوالر 

، ما يزال هناك 2015ية عام ولكن، مع بدا .حقق العالم تقدماً هائالً في العقود األخيرة في عملية مكافحة الفقر

 .دوالر في اليوم 1.25)واحد من كل سبعة أشخاص( ال يزالون يعيشون تحت خط الفقر على أقل من  مليار شخص

 وإيجاد الموارد الالزمة للقيام بذلك يتطلب جهداً عالمياً مكثفاً وتكاليفه كبيرة جداً. وضع حد للفقر

  .ء على الفقرإن مساعدات التنمية لن تكون كافية للقضا

1 -   3 ways to tackle dirty money and boost development 

By Sri Mulyani Indrawati Feb 2 2015  

The world has made enormous progress in recent decades in the fight against poverty. 

But, as 2015 begins, one billion people – one in seven – still live on less than $1.25 a day. 

It will take a global effort to end poverty – and to find the resources to do so. At first 

glance, the price tag is staggering. We know that development aid will not be sufficient to 

end poverty. It will take private sector investment, taxes collected in developing 

countries, and other sources of finance to do the job. 

The truth is that there is enough money in the world to get it done. One unexpected 

source of wealth that could play a large role is the world’s huge supply of dirty money: 

multinational companies’ undeclared profits, the proceeds of corruption, and the earnings 

of traffickers of drugs, weapons, and people – all of which is stashed away in offshore 

bank accounts, companies, and trusts. 

Reliable numbers about the amount of dirty money around the world are difficult to 

come by. But according to an estimate by the non-profit Global Financial Integrity group, 

$1 trillion vanishes from the developing world’s economies every year. That is money 

that is badly needed for development. 
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This is also roughly the amount needed to fill the vast infrastructure gap that is 

preventing the world from addressing critical developmental challenges – from rapid 

urbanization to climate change and job creation. Today, developing and emerging 

countries invest about $1 trillion a year in infrastructure. They need an additional $1 

trillion a year to close the gap, a necessary step to ending extreme poverty by 2030. 

But a lack of implementation and enforcement of anti-money-laundering, tax 

transparency, and anti-corruption rules is shielding the perpetrators from prosecution. 

This ultimately prevents developing countries from stopping the outflow of money that is 

bleeding them of essential resources. 

For the schoolchild in Port-au-Prince, the new mother in Mogadishu, or the farmer in 

Ocotepeque, these losses have a real impact: overcrowded classrooms, non-existent 

health clinics, and inadequate water resources. People’s opportunities are being stolen 

from them. 

Fortunately, the international community has woken up. An initiative of African 

finance ministers, chaired by former South African president Thabo Mbeki, is 

investigating the issue on the continent, where up to $1.4 trillion was lost to illicit 

outflows over the last three decades. 

Most recently, the G-20 has begun to call for global action to ensure that bad deeds 

do not pay. And, at a recent meeting in Berlin, governments signed a deal to crack down 

on cross-border tax evasion. This is good news, particularly for the poor. But many 

hurdles remain, and now the world must focus on three critical issues. 

First, developing countries must build effective institutions while enforcing good 

governance, transparency, and accountability. They must fight corruption, combat 

organized crime, and implement effective tax systems, which is even more critical in 

resource-rich countries. Recent events in the Middle East and Ukraine demonstrate how 

the capture of state coffers by vested interests instigates conflict and undermines people’s 

trust in government. 

But corruption, money laundering, and tax evasion are global problems, not just 

challenges for developing countries. Though weak national institutions and limited law-

enforcement capacity may make it easier to initiate illicit financial transfers, we need to 
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acknowledge that dirty money often ends up in financial centers, which have become 

quasi-enablers. That is why addressing the issue requires international cooperation. 

Second, regulations that identify the true owners of illicit funds need to be enforced. 

Once such assets are parked in opaque companies, they are often beyond the reach of tax 

authorities and investigators. Again and again, the true recipients or beneficial owners of 

companies and trusts are shielded from disclosure by laws and regulations that 

inadvertently protect criminals. This must stop. 

Finally, a system for the automatic exchange of tax information among countries 

would limit the places where tax evaders and money launderers can easily hide their 

proceeds. Almost 90 countries have now committed to begin, as early as 2017, cross-

border data exchanges that would include information about account holders and certain 

details regarding their deposits and balances – information that could help authorities 

identify proceeds from corruption and illegal transactions through suspicious activity and 

spikes. 

More action is needed this year and beyond. At the World Bank, we are already 

working with our clients in developing countries to improve their governance systems, 

collect taxes, fight corruption, and recover stolen assets. Our work will benefit 

enormously from the current push for more international cooperation in curbing illicit 

financial flows. 

Changing much-cherished bank-secrecy laws is worth the effort. Corruption, tax 

evasion, and the capture of natural-resource revenues undermine the rule of law, weaken 

the social fabric, erode citizens’ trust in institutions, fuel conflict and insecurity, and 

hamper job creation. They are not just illegal, but also immoral, because they keep poor 

people poor. 

This article is published in collaboration with Project Syndicate. Publication does not 

imply endorsement of views by the World Economic Forum. 

To keep up with the Agenda subscribe to our weekly newsletter. 

Author: Sri Mulyani Indrawati is Managing Director of the World Bank Group, and 

was Finance Minister of Indonesia from 2005 to 2010. 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/02/3-ways-to-tackle-dirty-money-and-boost-

development/ 

http://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/money-laundering-corruption-trafficking-and-development-by-sri-mulyani-indrawati-2015-01
http://weforum.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=79c86265202b9840297f805ad&id=7361259375
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/02/3-ways-to-tackle-dirty-money-and-boost-development/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/02/3-ways-to-tackle-dirty-money-and-boost-development/
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 التعتيم من عاداته السيئة تفريخ الفساد - 2

 أعده: جورج أوزبورن جيليان تيت من لندن - FINANCIAL TIMESتقرير من الفايننشل تايمز 

يطانية لديها سبب غير متوقع للشعور بالبهجة. وفي هذه األيام، بعض الجمعيات الخيرية البر

مليار دوالر على ستة  4.3اآلونة األخيرة فرض المنظمون األوروبيون واألمريكيون غرامات بقيمة 

مصارف كبيرة بسبب التالعب في أسواق العمالت األجنبية. في الماضي وجهت الحكومة البريطانية 

سمى "غرامات المخالفات" لقضايا نبيلة، مثل برنامج إعادة بعض هذه األموال التي تم جمعها لما ي

فبحسب تعبير جورج أوزبورن، وزير  .التأهيل البدني للجنود ـ ربما تفعل الشيء نفسه هذه المرة

المالية: "نحن نستخدم األموال التي جمعناها من الغرامات المفروضة على أولئك الذين أظهروا أسوأ 

  ."لئك الذي أظهروا أفضلهاالقيم في مجتمعنا لدعم أو

الغرامات المفروضة اآلن من قِبل   .لكن هذا النوع من المبادرات هو االستثناء، وليس القاعدة

المنظمين في الغرب أعلى بصورة عجيبة من أي شيء شهدناه من قبل، لكن الكثير من النقود ال يتم 

وهذا يتناقض تماماً مع مطالب السياسيين من أهل التمويل بأن يصبحوا   .استخدامها بطريقة شفافة

  .واإلفصاح -أكثر انفتاحاً. كذلك يخاطر بتقويض البحث عن حس العدالة 

ياُلحظ روجر ماكورميك، خبير االقتصاد الذي كان يتعقب العقوبات المصرفية األخيرة "أن من 

رلز كالوميريس، أستاذ العلوم المالية في كلية الصعب رؤية ما يحدث بالفعل". ويتفق معه تشا

من الصعب جداً الحصول على الكثير من البيانات  -كولومبيا لألعمال، قائالً: "إن الوضع غريب 

  ."على اإلطالق

األرقام العامة الموجودة فعالً محفّزة للتفكير. وفقاً لبحث البروفيسور ماكورميك، بين عامي 

مليار جنيه إلى المنظمين  105.4غرامات بقيمة  12ف العالمية الـ ، دفعت المصار2013و 2009

األوروبيين واألمريكيين، بسبب جرائم تراوح من الغش في مبيعات القروض العقارية إلى  تزوير 

مؤشر ليبور الخاصب بأسعار فائدة القروض بين المصارف. وخصصت أيضاً احتياطياً بقيمة 

  .تقبليةمليار جنيه للغرامات المس 61.23

وتشير بيانات من سلطة السلوك المالي، وهي الهيئة البريطانية المنظمة للقطاع المالي، إلى أنها 

، بما في ذلك غرامات الشهر الجاري. تقليدياً، اعتاد 2012مليار جنيه منذ عام  2.5جمعت نحو 

، كانت سلطة 2012 المنظمون على االحتفاظ باألموال التي يتم جمعها من المخالفات. لكن منذ عام

مليون جنيه من تكاليف الموظفين  40السلوك المالي تسلم هذه األموال إلى وزارة المالية )بعد حسم 

http://www.aleqt.com/section_ft.html
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ما   .مليون جنيه من هذه األموال إلى الجمعيات الخيرية 300السنوية( وقال أوزبورن إنه سيسلم نحو 

حكومي عام. لكن الوضع في سيحدث لبقية األموال غير واضح؛ فهي موجودة حالياً في وعاء 

الواليات المتحدة لألسف أكثر غموضاً، ألن الغرامات يتم فرضها من قِبل العديد من األجهزة 

  .الحكومية المختلفة

الوكاالت الفيدرالية الكبيرة، مثل مكتب مراقبة العملة، أو لجنة تداول السلع اآلجلة )كالهما فرض 

ي سوق العمالت األجنبية(، تقوم بتسليم األموال من غرامة على المصارف بسبب انتهاكاتها ف

وهناك تختفي في وعاء ميزانية عام. وعندما يقوم المنظمون والهيئات  .العقوبات إلى وزارة الخزانة

األخرى في الواليات بجمع الغرامات، يميلون إلى إنفاق األموال على المدعين ومجموعات المجتمع 

نائب العام في الوالية، على نحو يتم عادة ضمن تسويات خاصة والمحامين، إضافة إلى ممثلي ال

  .تنطوي على الحد األدنى من اإلفصاح العام

مليار دوالر التي كشف عنها بانك أوف أمريكا في آب  16.7لنأخذ "التسوية الشاملة" البالغة 

لعام في ست )أغسطس( مع وزارة العدل، ومجموعة من الوكاالت الفيدرالية وممثلين عن النائب ا

مليار دوالر مقابل  9.95واليات. عندما أعلن بانك بنك أوف أمريكا عن هذا، قال إنه سيدفع 

"العقوبات النقدية المدنية" وما يسمى "المدفوعات التعويضية"، لكنه لم يكشف عن الجهات التي 

  .ستحصل على تلك المبالغ

ريس، كانوا يحاولون البحث في هذه ومع أن األكاديميين المحليين، مثل البروفيسور كالومي

القضية، إال أنهم وجدوا من الصعب الحصول على أية معلومات، ألنه بمجرد أن تدفقت األموال إلى 

ميزانية المسؤولين في الوالية، يكون لدى وكالء النيابة العامة المحليين حرية التصرف في كيفية 

الوميريس ذلك قائالً "إنه تدمير حقيقي للعملية استخدام هذه المكاسب الكبيرة. ويصف البروفيسور ك

  ."المالية

هذا التعتيم غير مرغوب فيه. هناك سبب وجيه لفرض غرامات كبيرة على المصارف، نظراً 

لحجم الفضائح في األعوام األخيرة ـ وما لم يتم معاقبتها سيصبح من الصعب على الجمهور الشعور 

لكن على أقل تقدير يجب أن يكون هناك نقاش عام أكبر   .في أي وقت بأن العدالة أخذت مجراها

بشأن الطريقة التي يتم بها فعالً استخدام وعاء العقوبات، ذلك أن علينا أال ننسى أن أحد الدروس التي 

  .تعلمناها من األزمة المالية أن التعتيم لديه عادة سيئة هي تفريخ الفساد
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تحية لمحاولتها إيجاد طريقة الستخدام غرامات بعبارة أخرى، الحكومة البريطانية تستحق 

  .المخالفات من أجل صالح عام أعظم. إنها خطوة ينبغي للسياسيين في أمريكا النظر في تقليدها

كذلك وزارة المالية البريطانية تستحق تحية ثانية في حال نشرت حسابات نهائية لكيفية استخدام 

لكن ما هو مطلوب بالفعل قاعدة بيانات عامة لما  (ا. هذه األموال )خطوة تعكف اآلن على دراسته

مليار  167وقبل ذلك في الواليات المتحدة ـ ال سيما أن المبلغ المدهش البالغ  –يحدث في كل أوروبا 

 .جنيه من غير المرجح أن يكون الضربة النهائية

 

 .نريد للقضاء على الفقر؟ نبدأ مع الفساد - 3

 Want to end poverty? Start with corruption 

، والوصول إلى الحكم الرشيد ومكافحة 2030إذا كنا نريد حقاً القضاء على الفقر بحلول عام 

الفساد، وهي من األهداف الرئيسة اإلنمائية لأللفية، ينبغي اعتبار القضاء على الفقر هدفاً في 

(. التي تسعى جميع الدول SDGsااللتزامات الجديدة، والمعروفة باسم األهداف اإلنمائية المستدامة )

 لجعلها قابلة للتطبيق عالمياً. وكما تبين، ال يوجد بلد في العالم يخلو من الفساد.

Want to end poverty? Start with corruption 

By Cobus de Swardt  Jan 23 2015  

As the world looks to chart a course for ending poverty and ensuring sustainable 

development by 2030, one thing is certain: stopping corruption must be at the top of the 

agenda. 

In 2000, global leaders made eight development promises to be reached by 2015, 

known as the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). With a year left, only four of 

the MDG targets have been achieved globally. Findings from Transparency International 

show that high levels of corruption and low levels of governance are to blame for this. 

If we really want to end poverty by 2030, good governance and anti-corruption, 

which were not included in the original MDGs, should be considered as a goal in the new 

commitments, known as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These goals are to 

be met by all countries and are universally applicable. As has been seen, no country is 

free of corruption or has perfected governance. 

What the world wants 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/mdgoverview.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2014/07/07/momentum-builds-to-achieve-more-millennium-development-goals-by-end-of-2015-un-report/
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2014/07/07/momentum-builds-to-achieve-more-millennium-development-goals-by-end-of-2015-un-report/
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Accountable and inclusive institutions are not only critical to the success of the 

SDGs, they also have widespread grassroots support. The UN My World survey, which 

has gathered the views of more than 7 million people, shows governance to be 

consistently one of four top demands from people around the world. Public support for 

this goal is crucial, as it will shape the global social agenda for a long time. 

Findings from Transparency International show that access to information, strong rule 

of law and anti-corruption legislation have a positive effect on MDG achievements in 

maternal health, literacy and clean water. High levels of corruption, however, correlate 

with many of the targets being missed. This relationship holds across all the development 

goals related to poverty and hunger, education, maternal and child health, communicable 

diseases, water and sanitation. 

Why bribery bites 

Research in more than 100 countries clearly shows that the level of corruption in any 

given country has a direct and significant correlation with that country’s development. 

For example, in countries where more than 60% of people report paying a bribe, almost 

five times more people live on less than $1 a day than in countries where less than 30% 

of the population reports paying bribes. 

In countries where more people paid more bribes for basic services, more women 

died during childbirth, fewer children lived beyond five years of age, more people went 

without clean drinking water or toilets, and fewer girls finished secondary school. Bribery 

also wipes out the benefits of economic growth. For example, any gains made in 

improving access to safe drinking water when family incomes rise are offset by the 

negative effect of bribery. 

Many different forms of public sector corruption can hurt development. Our research 

shows that 50% of school children do not complete primary school in countries where 

bribery is common. Teacher absenteeism, the lack of availability of text books due to 

corruption and the poor quality of facilities such as classrooms – often left in disrepair 

because funds for building get diverted due to corruption – prevent children from 

finishing primary school. 

Transparent and accountable governance can help development. In countries where 

the rule of law is strong, progress has been made towards achieving the MDGs. Indeed, 

http://vote.myworld2015.org/
http://www.transparency.org/whatwedo/pub/the_anti_corruption_catalyst_realising_the_mdgs_by_2015
https://www.transparency.org/files/content/feature/2014_MDGs_Statistical_Annex.pdf
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rule of law is just as important as economic growth. The research compared MDG 

achievements with the aggregated value of scores given to countries in the section of 

the 2011 Global Integrity Report covering anti-corruption. It also compared MDG 

achievement with per capita GPD growth. The results showed that good governance is 

just as important as economic growth in reducing poverty. 

Ensuring a more comprehensive, comparable and timely data for all post-2015 

indicators, including developing indicators that measure levels of transparency and 

accountability, is key to success. And developing a monitoring system for post-2015 

goals that is based on and promotes transparency, accountability and participation is 

equally important. 

We can’t win the war against poverty without first winning the battle against 

corruption. 

Author: Cobus de Swardt is the Managing Director of Transparency International 

Image: A pawn shop worker counts Thai Baht banknotes before she purchase items 

from a customer at Easy Money Pawn shop in Bangkok, August 27, 2013. 

REUTERS/Athit Perawongmetha  

Posted by Cobus De Swardt - 04:27  

All opinions expressed are those of the author. The World Economic Forum Blog is 

an independent and neutral platform dedicated to generating debate around the key topics 

that shape global, regional and industry agendas. 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/01/want-to-end-poverty-start-with-corruption/ 

 

4 - Serious about sustainability? Get serious about corruption 

 23 Sep 2019 

Corruption can undermine successful implementation of all 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). 

Image: Lucas Favre/Unsplash 

Delia Ferreira RubioChair, Transparency International 

Elisabeth AndvigProject Specialist, Partnering Against Corruption Initiative, World 

Economic Forum 

https://www.globalintegrity.org/global_year/2011/
https://agenda.weforum.org/people/cobus-de-swardt
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/01/want-to-end-poverty-start-with-corruption/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/authors/delia-ferreira-rubio
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/authors/elisabeth-andvig
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 Corruption 

 

Explore the latest strategic trends, research and analysis  

This article is part of the Sustainable Development Impact Summit 

Imagine your son is sick with a chronic disease for which he needs to take pills daily. 

The local hospital is supposed to provide medication for free, but when you arrive, the 

staff tell you they’ve run out of your son’s medication. A family friend knows someone 

who can sell you the medication, but the cost is the equivalent of what you earn in a 

week. 

Without the medication your son’s condition will deteriorate, forcing you to spend 

money normally used to provide your family with other basic needs. This might seem 

like an exceptional case, but for thousands of families around the world, this is the daily 

reality. 

In some countries, the re-selling of pharmaceuticals is an important source of income 

for healthcare workers. Prescription drugs meant for free distribution are often lost to 

theft or just unaccounted for before ending up on the black market. Corruption in the 

https://intelligence.weforum.org/topics/a1Gb0000000LiPSEA0?tab=publications
https://www.weforum.org/events/sustainable-development-impact-summit-2019
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3492067/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3492067/
https://intelligence.weforum.org/topics/a1Gb0000000LiPSEA0?tab=publications
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healthcare sector takes many forms – and corruption within healthcare services and 

industry can inflate prices of medicine and equipment, lower the quality of care and 

products and impede the necessary response to injuries and disease. 

Each year, $7.35 trillion is spent on healthcare worldwide, but $455 billion is lost to 

fraud and corruption, leading to the deaths of more than 140,000 children. Transparency 

International’s recent report Global Corruption Barometer (GCB) — Africa 

2019 highlighted some of these issues. In the 12 months prior to the survey, some 14% of 

people who accessed healthcare services paid bribes to healthcare workers – and 

bribery affects women and children more than the rest of the population. 

 

The top scorers and bottom scorers in Transparency International's Corruption 

Perceptions Index 2018 

Image: Transparency International 

We now understand the role of corruption in undermining human development, and 

we need to fully address its corrosive effects to have any hope of achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In particular, SDG 3 on health and wellbeing is 

at risk if corruption in public health institutions is not urgently addressed. Pharmaceutical 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3492067/
https://www.nap.edu/read/25152/chapter/8
https://www.nap.edu/read/25152/chapter/8
https://www.transparency.org/gcb10/africa
https://www.transparency.org/gcb10/africa
https://voices.transparency.org/why-would-a-doctor-take-a-bribe-5c140a540e0e
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/cpi_2018_global_analysis
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products, based on their share of total health spending (about 50%) and high market 

value, are magnets for corruption and unethical practices. 

The SDGs aim to achieve economic, social and environmental sustainability by 2030. 

Corruption has the potential to undermine the successful implementation of all 17 goals. 

Without meaningful action against corruption, progress towards the other goals is likely 

to be extremely limited, hampering economic growth, increasing inequality and inhibiting 

prosperity. 

What is the World Economic Forum’s Sustainable Development Impact summit? 

Show 

Corruption thrives in conditions where accountability and institutions are weak, and 

where there is a shared expectation of corrupt behaviour. The collective and systemic 

character of corruption also makes it difficult to address. Corruption deeply undermines 

legitimacy and trust in public institutions and shapes people’s perceptions of government 

performance and state effectiveness. It skews the distribution of public services and has a 

disproportionate impact on marginalized and vulnerable groups, leading to increased 

inequality. While many forms of corruption affect both men and women, 

it disproportionately affects women, who also represent a higher share of the world’s 

poor. 

This makes achieving the anti-corruption targets in SDG 16 more urgent than ever – 

not only because they are important for promoting transparency, accountability and 

integrity for their own sake, but also because they can serve as a baseline to achieve the 

successful implementation of all the remaining SDGs. Corruption is intrinsically linked to 

all 17 SDGs, going way beyond institutions and financial flows to affect services and 

sectors we deal with every day. Sometimes these issues hit closer to home than we might 

ever expect. 

“Operation Varsity Blues” recently revealed how Hollywood actors and high-level 

CEOs in the US paid bribes and engaged in academic fraud to get their children into elite 

colleges and universities. Bribes for access to education and paying for degrees and 

certificates outright are widespread around the world, but this case showed it also 

happens in countries where systems and the rule of law should prevent it. 

https://www.sdgsforall.net/index.php/goal-5/975-gender-and-corruption-where-do-we-go-from-here
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg16
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/12/us/college-admissions-cheating-scandal.html
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Another scandal erupted in Puerto Rico over the summer where the former secretary 

of education was arrested on charges of steering $15.5 million to contractors with 

political connections. Education is a sector characterized by large amounts of public 

money, with 20-30% of a country’s budget used for education, and corruption can occur 

at the political, administrative and classroom levels. Corruption in education threatens the 

well-being of society, erodes social trust and worsens inequality. It undermines 

development by taking away the education of the future workforce – the leadership and 

hope for the future. 

Education budgets are also affected by corrupt public procurement practices and false 

maintenance costs of school buildings. Corruption in public procurement is a major issue 

in many contexts, as the recent Odebrecht scandal highlighted. It has far-reaching 

consequences for the quality and availability of basic services, not only a negative impact 

on people’s daily life but also on the economy and the environment. It diminishes the 

potential for economic growth and distorts competition, affecting businesses, workers, 

cities and communities. 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/09/serious-about-sustainability-get-serious-

about-corruption/ 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/10/us/puerto-rico-corruption.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/10/us/puerto-rico-corruption.html
https://www.transparency.org/topic/detail/education
https://www.u4.no/publications/education-sector-corruption-how-to-assess-it-and-ways-to-address-it
https://www.u4.no/publications/education-sector-corruption-how-to-assess-it-and-ways-to-address-it
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/09/serious-about-sustainability-get-serious-about-corruption/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/09/serious-about-sustainability-get-serious-about-corruption/
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5 - Recommendation to stop corruption: 

 

How to stop corruption 

Image: Transparency International 

The SDGs offer an ambitious and compelling framework for transformation 

recognizing the importance of institutions to foster more resilient states and societies. 

However, if anti-corruption efforts are to be effective, we need to recognize the full 

complexity of corruption – its causes and effects – to fully address the underlying 

structures and dynamics. For states, it’s important to align action plans for 

implementation of the SDGs with anti-corruption strategies. 

The private sector also stands to gain enormously from effective action on corruption, 

reducing the cost of doing business. Businesses have made commitments to the SDGs, 

and now need to demonstrate leadership on them. Companies committing to the 

implementation of anti-corruption policies and practices will find themselves in a better 

position to contribute to the SDGs. 

Successfully addressing corruption will require the concerted action of both 

governments and businesses through multi-stakeholder processes, as well as the use of 

the latest technologies of the Fourth Industrial Revolution to capture, analyse and share 

data to prevent, detect, and deter corrupt behaviour. The World Economic Forum 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/05/corporations-businesses-better-world-human-rights-corruption-environmental-social-responsibilities/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/05/corporations-businesses-better-world-human-rights-corruption-environmental-social-responsibilities/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/05/corporations-businesses-better-world-human-rights-corruption-environmental-social-responsibilities/
https://www.weforum.org/events/sustainable-development-impact-summit-2019
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/cpi_2018_global_analysis
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Sustainable Development Impact Summit will be an opportunity for business and other 

stakeholders to discuss effective action and implementation of the SDGs, including anti-

corruption strategies. 

The Partnering Against Corruption Initiative (PACI) will be conducting a session 

with the Centre for the Fourth Industrial Revolution looking at how technologies, from 

blockchain-based procurement systems to anti-corruption crowdsourcing platforms, hold 

the promise of transforming the fight against corruption. PACI is also working with 

stakeholders, such as the UN Global Compact, through their Action Platform on SDG 16, 

to ensure meaningful dialogue and implementation of SDG 16 and beyond. 

At the end of the day, corruption affects all five pillars of sustainable development – 

people, planet, prosperity, peace, and partnerships. If we’re serious about 2030, and 

delivering a sustainable future for all, we have to be serious about ending corruption. 

 

Corporations must help shape a better world – or risk being left behind 

 24 May 2019 

Where do businesses stand on the key issues of human rights and corruption? 

Image: Reuters 

Elisabeth AndvigProject Specialist, Partnering Against Corruption Initiative, World 

Economic Forum 

    Corporations are powerful actors in society. They have the opportunity to shape the 

world around them and to influence global agendas. They have a responsibility not just to 

shareholders, but also to their employees, customers and the general public. Employees 

are increasingly choosing employers based on social responsibilities, rather than short-

term profits, pushing companies to put transparency and accountability at the forefront of 

their operating principles. 

The duty to pursue profit as a CEO is a duty of temporal order, while the pursuit of 

long-term advantage involves preserving and enhancing the competitive advantage over 

time, protecting the reputation and lifespan of the enterprise, and considering not just 

interests of the shareholders, but those of key stakeholders. 

https://www.weforum.org/events/sustainable-development-impact-summit-2019
https://www.weforum.org/communities/partnering-against-corruption-initiative
https://www.weforum.org/centre-for-the-fourth-industrial-revolution/
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/take-action/action-platforms/justice
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/authors/elisabeth-andvig
https://hbr.org/2018/01/stop-talking-about-how-csr-helps-your-bottom-line
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Legal and societal pressures on businesses operating around the world are rapidly 

evolving. There is a call for efforts to better align the activities of corporations with 

society’s drive to build a more inclusive, equitable and sustainable economy. Increasing 

demand from institutional investors to put funds into sustainable businesses, combined 

with stakeholder expectations around corporate responsibility, are putting a greater 

pressure on companies to place environmental, social and governance (ESG) concerns at 

the centre of their business management. Many governments are struggling to address 

challenges in today’s globalized world, and citizens are increasingly looking to the larger 

multinational companies to make use of their untapped potential and resources to fill 

some of the gaps left by the public sector. 

The implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Agenda 2030 

will depend on positive contributions from the private sector, through responsible 

business conduct and responsible investments. For companies, a successful 

implementation of the SDGs will strengthen the enabling environment for doing business 

and contribute to building stronger markets around the world. Doing the right thing is 

about more than just complying with the law. However, legal obligations are increasingly 

requiring companies to act responsibly. 

Standards, norms and legislation 

A growing web of principles, standards and non-financial reporting guidelines – such 

as the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, the OECD Anti-Bribery 

Convention, the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, the French due 

diligence law and the UK Modern Slavery Act – set out norms of corporate 

responsibility. The United States’ Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) has for the past 

two decades been a significant source of corporate and individual liability. The FCPA has 

created change in business conduct through establishing expectations of corporate due 

diligence processes and compliance programmes, in addition to imposing liability 

through enforcement actions. Developments in legislation addressing business and human 

rights will most likely lead to higher scrutiny of the broader compliance and risk-

management strategy of companies. 

Taking a holistic approach to implementing respect for human rights and addressing 

corruption together makes more sense in today’s business environment. Those who take 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://mneguidelines.oecd.org/mneguidelines/
http://www.oecd.org/corruption/oecdantibriberyconvention.htm
http://www.oecd.org/corruption/oecdantibriberyconvention.htm
https://www.ohchr.org/documents/publications/GuidingprinciplesBusinesshr_eN.pdf
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000034290626&categorieLien=id
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000034290626&categorieLien=id
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/30/contents/enacted
https://www.justice.gov/criminal-fraud/foreign-corrupt-practices-act
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on this more proactive approach will be well positioned to meet new and future 

regulatory requirements, even if it means going beyond the requirements of current legal 

frameworks. This might require enhanced collaboration and coordination between 

business units, in-house teams and functions, including corporate responsibility, 

procurement, business development and legal, in addition to senior leadership, but 

breaking down these silos will lead to more sustainable business practice in the long 

term. 

Integrating corruption and human rights risk 

Corruption and human rights violations, as seen in the case of cobalt mining in the 

DRC, are manifestations of many of the same root causes and are often produced by the 

same conditions in terms of weak institutions, poverty and low levels of development, 

among other factors, and the risks are mutually reinforcing. Empirical evidence shows 

that countries with high levels of corruption also often have poor human rights records. 

Corruption has a negative impact on human rights, and businesses’ responsibility to 

address potential adverse impacts on human rights requires actively combating 

corruption. Companies need to think differently about the way they address corruption 

and human rights in their business operations. Addressing bribes does not completely 

address the negative impacts of corruption. Corruption creates negative impacts in 

operating environments that go beyond mere bribes, which businesses need to 

comprehend and explore ways to deal with. 

Corruption and poor human rights pose similar risks to companies, and multinational 

companies often operate in regions of the world that are high risk for both corruption and 

human rights violations. The political risks and the impact that corruption has on values 

and culture, both internal and external to company operations, is often missing from the 

picture, and dilutes the more normative goal of fighting corruption as part of corporate 

responsibility. Contributing to corruption should be viewed as similar to having an 

adverse impact on human rights. The World Economic Forum, through the Global 

Battery Alliance, is developing collective action to address challenges in the cobalt 

supply chain, among others. 

Due diligence and risk management 

https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/powering-down-corruption-tackling-transparency-and-human-rights
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/powering-down-corruption-tackling-transparency-and-human-rights
https://www.universal-rights.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Policy_report_corruption_LR.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3045188
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3045188
https://www.weforum.org/projects/global-battery-alliance
https://www.weforum.org/projects/global-battery-alliance
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Human rights, social and environmental due diligence can be integrated within 

existing corporate risk-management systems. Findings from human rights impact 

assessments can be integrated into internal functions and processes to ensure holistic risk 

management, giving a more complete picture of the situations in which a company 

operates. Responsible business conduct should be built into the very core of a company, 

with rules and values that influence positive behaviour and ethical corporate culture. 

Through a more holistic approach, companies can meet their responsibilities in a 

systematic way, be prepared for developments towards mandatory non-financial reporting 

and immaterial risks and make their compliance programmes more robust. Interconnected 

strategies on anti-corruption, human rights and sustainability can optimize both the use of 

resources and the integration and involvement of both internal and external stakeholders. 

Many companies have strong compliance programmes addressing corruption already 

in place. Companies can learn from existing compliance programmes to develop a 

structured system for managing human rights and corruption impacts in an integrated 

way. Support from senior management is required to set the tone from the top and make 

sure the message goes across to all personnel and business partners that responsible 

business culture and addressing human rights and corruption are priorities to the 

company. 

Effective implementation can be ensured by aligning policy commitment in codes of 

conduct and contract clauses, integrating procedures such as training, reporting and 

auditing, and combining risk assessments and due diligence processes, as well as 

establishing cross-functional working groups within the company to make sure that 

governance issues are addressed holistically. Each individual company should tailor its 

compliance with regards to its specific challenges and operating environment. Internally, 

the company might want to set up working groups with representatives from existing 

functions such as ethics and compliance, human rights, procurement, safety and 

operations to work together to ensure a horizontal and holistic integration of these issues. 

A new age of ESG 

The question of holistic corporate governance is primarily a question about 

sustainability and social purpose, not just legal compliance. Financial institutions and 

private investors are increasingly incorporating human rights into the environmental, 
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social and governance standards now influencing investment, adding content to the “S” in 

ESG. Companies have an interest in improving their track records on human rightsn so as 

to be ahead of future legislation on the topic, to protect their reputation and image and to 

attract funding from investors who are increasingly holding companies to account on 

ESG issues. 

 

A Nike advert featuring former 49ers quarterback and political activist Colin 

Kaepernick in San Francisco, California. 

Image: Reuters/Alexandria Sage 

Good management of ESG issues is a way for business leaders to build better, more 

resilient and more valuable enterprises. The S&P Dow Jones Indices recently stated 

that it will launch an environmental, social and governance version of its S&P 500 

Index in an effort to meet increased investor demand for impact-investment products. The 

new index will exclude tobacco producers, certain weapons producers and companies 

with a low score with the United Nations Global Compact’s principles for responsible 

businesses. The UN Principles for Responsible Investment currently has over 1,000 

signatories, including asset owners, investment managers and professional service 

partners, who make efforts to integrate ESG factors into investment practice. The World 

Economic Forum’s Future of Sustainable and Impact Investing also explores various 

perspectives with regards to ESG management, notably how to build an effective 

ecosystem for ESG management, in addition to a separate workstream the Forum has 

on Climate Governance and Finance. 

SDG 16 calls for “peace, justice and strong institutions”, and specifically calls for a 

substantial reduction of “corruption and bribery in all their forms”. The link with the 

broader sustainability and human rights objectives of the remaining goals cannot be 

treated separately. The SDG project calls upon the private sector specifically to 

contribute to the implementation of its vision, and companies are increasingly integrating 

the content of the goals in their long-term business strategies. Companies committing to 

the implementation of anti-bribery and corruption policies and practices, together with 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/sp-dow-jones-indices-launches-esg-index-based-on-iconic-sp-500-300825687.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/sp-dow-jones-indices-launches-esg-index-based-on-iconic-sp-500-300825687.html
https://www.unpri.org/
https://www.weforum.org/projects/mainstreaming-sustainable-and-impact-investing
https://www.weforum.org/projects/mainstreaming-sustainable-and-impact-investing
https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/how-to-set-up-effective-climate-governance-on-corporate-boards-guiding-principles-and-questions
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg16
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preventing and mitigating human rights impacts and addressing sustainability more 

broadly, will find themselves in a better position to contribute to the SDGs. 

The World Economic Forum’s Partnering Against Corruption Initiative (PACI) 

explored, together with its members, how to better integrate strong human rights, the 

fight against corruption, and sustainability in business practice and the potential for 

collective action at the PACI Community Meeting on 22 May 2019. 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/05/corporations-businesses-better-world-

human-rights-corruption-environmental-social-responsibilities/ 

 

6 - Direction Wakanda: finance methods to make Africa a superhero 

continent 

 20 Jun 2019 

Forward-thinking … Black Panther actor Chadwick Boseman poses Wakanda-style at 

the film's premiere. 

Image: REUTERS/Mario Anzuoni 

Collins KimaroCo-founder, Obuntu Hub. 

    This article is part of the Annual Meeting of the New Champions 

In January 2018, the Black Panther film lit a spark of what a transformed Africa could 

resemble. Wakanda: a fictional African country that is the most technologically 

developed in the world. Wakanda was more than flying cars – it was a canvas of 

economic and social prosperity for all African people. A painting of what the new era of 

technologically driven and socio-economically responsible progress, termed 

Globalization 4.0 by the World Economic Forum, could look like. An Africa that would 

tick all the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), estimated to cost at least $600 billion 

a year. Achieving this needs more than one Black Panther; it needs innovative and 

inclusive financing mechanisms; a government-backed investment fund and social impact 

bonds to generate more resources as well as employing blockchain technology to provide 

transparency. 

https://www.weforum.org/communities/partnering-against-corruption-initiative
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/05/corporations-businesses-better-world-human-rights-corruption-environmental-social-responsibilities/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/05/corporations-businesses-better-world-human-rights-corruption-environmental-social-responsibilities/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/authors/collins-kimaro
https://www.weforum.org/events/annual-meeting-of-the-new-champions-2019
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The fabric of Africa’s transformation will be sewn by generating decent jobs for all. 

Africa must create more than 130 million jobs to reach full employment by 2020, roughly 

double the number it was able to create between 2000 and 2008. Time is running out, 

as 66% of young Africans are either unemployed or in vulnerable employment, yet the 

continent's youth population is exploding. The majority of jobs in the world are created 

by small and medium enterprises. Africa is not short of innovative SMEs, with the drum 

of entrepreneurship beating from Tunisia to South Africa and from Cape Verde to 

Mauritius. Challenges arise, however, in gaining access to finance to scale. 

To empower innovative SMEs to grow, a government-backed investment fund could 

be established. An investment fund, similar to venture capital, can be summarized 

as money invested to grow a high-potential business, often in exchange for equity shares 

and over a long period of time. This fund would not only invest in technology firms but 

in a wide range of SMEs with potential for growth, including startups that have validated 

their business models. In particular SMEs that are transforming economies (e.g. those 

building local, value-addition industries or providing solutions to development issues 

such as financial inclusion or affordable healthcare). There are countless examples of 

such SMEs, including FaLGates, which farms and mills Nigerian rice, or Jamii Africa’s 

micro-health insurance for the informal sector. Supporting these companies would not 

only create jobs but efficiently provide vital services through sustainable business 

models. Such investments would be made across various sectors to diversify risk and 

over a medium- to long-term period, giving the companies time to grow and eventually 

buy out the fund, recycling the capital. 

http://www.ilo.org/addisababa/media-centre/pr/WCMS_408161/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/addisababa/media-centre/pr/WCMS_408161/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Images/high_5s/Job_youth_Africa_Job_youth_Africa.pdf
https://www.forbes.com/sites/georgedeeb/2016/07/18/what-exactly-is-venture-capital/#48ed52a92501
https://twitter.com/falgates?lang=en
http://www.jamiiafrica.com/
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Image: UN.org 

If Wakanda had a national anthem, the values depicted in the African 

Union’s Agenda 2063 would be its inspiration. One promise is to increase the 

involvement of private capital. This is paramount to cover the large funding gaps that 

public revenue sources such as taxes cannot fill. Social impact bonds (SIBs) could help 

cover the gap by aligning government, institutional or private investors and civil society 

service providers. These differ from normal bonds as they offer financial returns based on 

achieving social targets. The government would issue bonds subscribed to by investors 

for projects that generate pre-defined, measurable social-impact objectives. The service 

providers (e.g. NGOs) use the funds to implement the project, and repayment is only 

made if the social impact targets are met. 

SIBs could be part of the fuel for the locomotive that transforms our public sector. 

The pay-for-results model can instill the private sector's results orientation and 

accountability in public service delivery. The Center for Global Development highlights 

that SIBs can also direct scarce resources to interventions that can have the largest 

https://au.int/en/agenda2063
http://www.undp.org/content/sdfinance/en/home/solutions/social-development-impact-bonds.html
http://www.undp.org/content/sdfinance/en/home/solutions/social-development-impact-bonds.html
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/DIB_WG_REPORT.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/DIB_WG_REPORT.pdf
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impact. Furthermore, SIBs leverage cost savings as the social impact achieved reduces 

the government spending that might be needed. One example would be SIBs to finance 

the provision and training of irrigation systems for small-scale farmers. This would in 

turn reduce the amount governments need to spend on food aid during periods of drought 

and would not require any public funds until if and when the project had been 

successfully implemented. 

Africa’s progress hinges not only on the ability to collect more funds, because 

corruption, in different disguises, claims approximately one-quarter of Africa’s GDP 

every year. As with Wakanda’s systematic protection of the fictional metal vibranium, we 

must ensure that our resources are invested for the correct purposes, projects and people. 

I subscribe to the school of thought that the fight against corruption must be 

decentralized. I believe that blockchain technology could offer a weapon for corruption’s 

downfall. Blockchain can be simply defined as a decentralized record of information; 

imagine it as a public database with everyone having a separate yet identical copy. As 

information is stored in sequential blocks across many different computers, to change the 

information would require altering all related blocks, for different copies of the 

blockchain, making it difficult to corrupt. 

My first attack against corruption would be to design a public blockchain that records 

the initial value of development project contracts, the bids received and the final amounts 

paid (with proof of payment). This database would be publicly available – for an 

informed public is the oxygen for accountability and democracy. Any discrepancies 

between the figures would then be investigated by the appropriate institutions who would 

not be able to alter the information either, preventing collusion. Reducing corruption 

would also make more effective use of financing methods such as public-private 

partnerships that are currently riddled with low accountability. 

In the end of the Black Panther film, King T'Challa declares that: "Wakanda will no 

longer watch from the shadows. We cannot. We must not.” In the same spirit, Africa 

must be bold and lead innovative financing strategies. To do so, I believe we need an 

inclusive approach with collaboration between the private sector as well as civil society 

to mobilize resources and combine expertise. A government-backed investment fund and 

social impact bonds could sustainably provide funds to implement and scale innovative 

https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/DIB_WG_REPORT.pdf
https://www.uneca.org/sites/default/files/PublicationFiles/combating-corruption-improving-governance-in-africa-2011-2016.pdf
https://www.uneca.org/sites/default/files/PublicationFiles/combating-corruption-improving-governance-in-africa-2011-2016.pdf
http://blogs.worldbank.org/governance/public-private-partnerships-transparency-and-accountability-where-my-data
http://blogs.worldbank.org/governance/public-private-partnerships-transparency-and-accountability-where-my-data
http://blogs.worldbank.org/governance/public-private-partnerships-transparency-and-accountability-where-my-data
http://blogs.worldbank.org/governance/public-private-partnerships-transparency-and-accountability-where-my-data


  M E A K-Weekly Economic Report                                                    م ع ك التقرير االقتصادي األسبوعي                 

 Prepared by Prof. Dr. Moustafa El-Abdallah Alkafry                                      إعداد الدكتور مصطفى العبد هللا الكفري 

25 

 :E-mail                                                                            سورية  12341دمشق ص ب 

Moustafa.alkafri@gmail.com 

provision of vital goods and services; adopting blockchain technology for transparency 

and tracking. These three measures can stimulate Africa’s new era of innovation-driven, 

inclusive growth to Wakanda and beyond. 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/06/direction-wakanda-finance-methods-to-

make-africa-a-superhero-continent/ 

 

7 - Money-Laundering and Globalization 

 

 

 

 

Rapid developments in financial information, technology and communication allow 

money to move anywhere in the world with speed and ease. This makes the task of 

combating money-laundering more urgent than ever. 

The deeper "dirty money" gets into the international banking system, the more 

difficult it is to identify its origin. Because of the clandestine nature of money-laundering, 

it is difficult to estimate the total amount of money that goes through the laundry cycle. 

The estimated amount of money laundered globally in one year is 2 - 5% of global 

GDP, or $800 billion - $2 trillion in current US dollars. Though the margin between those 

figures is huge, even the lower estimate underlines the seriousness of the problem 

governments have pledged to address. 

There have been a number of developments in the international financial system 

during recent decades that have made the three F's-finding, freezing and forfeiting of 

criminally derived income and assets-all the more difficult. These are the "dollarization" 

(i.e. the use of the United States dollar in transactions) of black markets, the general trend 

towards financial deregulation, the progress of the Euromarket and the proliferation of 

financial secrecy havens. 

Fuelled by advances in technology and communications, the financial infrastructure 

has developed into a perpetually operating global system in which "megabyte money" 

(i.e. money in the form of symbols on computer screens) can move anywhere in the 

world with speed and ease. 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/06/direction-wakanda-finance-methods-to-make-africa-a-superhero-continent/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/06/direction-wakanda-finance-methods-to-make-africa-a-superhero-continent/
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/money-laundering/laundrycycle.html
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For more information about other organizations involved in anti-money-laundering 

and countering the financing of terrorism (AML/CFT) activities, please see related links. 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/money-laundering/globalization.html 

 

8 - United Nations Convention against Corruption 

The United Nations Convention against Corruption is the only legally binding 

universal anti-corruption instrument. The Convention's far-reaching approach and the 

mandatory character of many of its provisions make it a unique tool for developing a 

comprehensive response to a global problem. The vast majority of United Nations 

Member States are parties to the Convention. 

The text of the United Nations Convention against Corruption was negotiated during 

seven sessions of the Ad Hoc Committee for the Negotiation of the Convention against 

Corruption, held between 21 January 2002 and 1 October 2003. 

The Convention covers five main areas: preventive measures, criminalization and law 

enforcement, international cooperation, asset recovery, and technical assistance and 

information exchange. The Convention covers many different forms of corruption, such 

as bribery, trading in influence, abuse of functions, and various acts of corruption in the 

private sector. 

The Conference of the States Parties (COSP) is the main policy-making body of the 

Convention, supporting States parties and signatories in their implementation of the 

Convention and giving policy guidance to UNODC to develop and implement anti-

corruption activities. The actual implementation of the Convention into domestic law by 

States parties is evaluated through a unique peer-review process, the Implementation 

Review Mechanism. 

The documents produced by the Implementation Review Mechanism, including all 

executive summaries of country review reports, as well as national legal texts and 

information about relevant authorities can be accessed from the Country Profiles 

Database. 

RESOURCES 

United Nations Convention against Corruption 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/money-laundering/links.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/money-laundering/globalization.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/CAC/background/index.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/COSP/conference-of-the-states-parties.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/implementation-review-mechanism.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/implementation-review-mechanism.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/CAC/country-profile/index.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/CAC/country-profile/index.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/tools_and_publications/UN-convention-against-corruption.html
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Travaux Préparatoires of the negotiations for the elaboration of the United Nations 

Convention against Corruption 

Legislative Guide for the Implementation of UNCAC 

Technical Guide to the United Nations Convention against Corruption 

State of implementation of the United Nations Convention against Corruption - 

Criminalization, Law Enforcement and International Cooperation 

UNDP/UNODC guidance note - UNCAC self-assessments: Going beyond the 

minimum 

Mechanism for the Review of Implementation of the United Nations Convention 

against Corruption 

Basic documents on the Mechanism for the Review of Implementation of the United 

Nations Convention against Corruption 

Global Action Against Corruption: The Mérida Papers 

Partnering in Anti-Corruption Knowledge (PACK): A Guidance Note for 

Development Partners 

The Institutional Integrity Initiative: The relevance of the United Nations Convention 

against Corruption to the UN System 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/uncac.html 

 

UNODC's Action against Corruption and Economic Crime 

Corruption is a complex social, political and economic phenomenon that affects all 

countries. Corruption undermines democratic institutions, slows economic development 

and contributes to governmental instability. Corruption attacks the foundation of 

democratic institutions by distorting electoral processes, perverting the rule of law and 

creating bureaucratic quagmires whose only reason for existing is the soliciting of bribes. 

Economic development is stunted because foreign direct investment is discouraged and 

small businesses within the country often find it impossible to overcome the "start-up 

costs" required because of corruption. 

Ratification Status 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/CAC/travaux-preparatoires.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/CAC/travaux-preparatoires.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/CAC/legislative-guide.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/CAC/technical-guide.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/tools_and_publications/state_of_uncac_implementation.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/tools_and_publications/state_of_uncac_implementation.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/democratic-governance/anti-corruption/guidance-note---uncac-self-assessments-going-beyond-the-minimum/
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/democratic-governance/anti-corruption/guidance-note---uncac-self-assessments-going-beyond-the-minimum/
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/implementation-review-mechanism.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/implementation-review-mechanism.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/new/ReviewMechanism.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/new/ReviewMechanism.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/tools_and_publications/global-action-against-corruption-the-merida-papers.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/tools_and_publications/partnering-in-anti-corruption-knowledge.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/tools_and_publications/partnering-in-anti-corruption-knowledge.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/tools_and_publications/institutional-integrity-initiative.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/tools_and_publications/institutional-integrity-initiative.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/uncac.html
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Parties: 186  Signatories: 140 

The United Nations Convention against Corruption is the only legally binding 

universal anti-corruption instrument. The Convention's far-reaching approach and the 

mandatory character of many of its provisions make it a unique tool for developing a 

comprehensive response to a global problem. 

The Conference of the States Parties (COSP) is the main policy-making body of the 

Convention, supporting States parties and signatories in their implementation of the 

Convention and giving policy guidance to UNODC to develop and implement anti-

corruption activities. The actual implementation of the Convention into domestic law by 

States parties is evaluated through a unique peer-review process, the Implementation 

Review Mechanism. 

To support States parties' efforts to fully implement the Convention, UNODC 

delivers technical assistance in various corruption-related thematic areas, such as 

prevention, education, asset recovery, integrity in the criminal justice system, etc. 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/index.html?ref=menuside 
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