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M EA K Weekly Economic Report No. 571/2026,
Issues in Arab economies — Egypt, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Gas

Prepared by Prof. Dr. Moustafa EI-Abdallah Al Kafry

This reportis the result of monitoring economic media and the internet. It is provided
to academics, economists, decision-makers, and followers to facilitate access to economic
information.

Some of the information and data in the report may require verification by an expert
orspecialist, as it may not be sufficiently reliable. Please assist in verifying this information
and citing the source to ensure reliability. The author absolves themselves of
responsibility for any inaccurate or misleading information in the report, as the source
cited at the bottom of each article is responsible.

Note: Please inform me if you do not wish to continue receiving the report so that
your name can be removed from the mailing list. Thank you.

Download link for the reportin PDF format:
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HELIUM

Estimated total world helium production increased by 4% compared with that in 2023. Three new helium facilities
began operations in Canada, and imports of helium from Canada increased in 2024. Multiple companies explored for
and developed helium deposits throughout the world. Some of these helium deposits are nonhydrocarbon sourced.
On June 25, 2024, the European Union adopted a sanctions package, effective September 26, 2024, that imposed an
import ban on helium from Russia.

World Production and Reserves: Reserves for the United States were revised based on Government reports.

Production Reserves®

2023 2024¢
United States (extracted from natural gas) 64 68 8,500
United States (from the Cliffside Field) 18 13 50
Algeria “9 11 1,800
Australia 1 — NA
Canada 5 6 NA
China 2 3 NA
Poland 3 3 24
Qatar “66 84 *Large
Russia 8 17 ©1,700

South Africa — (%
World total (rounded) 176 180 NA

World Resources:® The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and the BLM coordinated efforts to complete a national
helium gas assessment, which was published by the USGS in fall 2021."" The mean volume of recoverable helium
within the known geologic natural gas reservoirs in the United States was estimated to be 8,490 million cubic meters
(306 billion cubic feet). This does not include the remaining 51.5 million cubic meters (1.86 billion cubic feet) in the
Federal helium inventory. The estimated mean for the Midcontinent region was 4,330 million cubic meters (156 billion
cubic feet); the Rocky Mountain region, 4,110 million cubic meters (148 billion cubic feet); the North Central region,
52.7 million cubic meters (1.9 billion cubic feet); the Gulf Coast region, 12.5 million cubic meters (0.45 billion cubic
feet); and the Alaska region, 1.11 million cubic meters (0.04 billion cubic feet).

Helium resources of the world, exclusive of the United States, were estimated to be about 31.3 billion cubic meters
(1.13 trillion cubic feet). The locations and volumes of the major deposits, in billion cubic meters, are Qatar, 10.1;
Algeria, 8.2; Russia, 6.8; Canada, 2.0; and China, 1.1.

Substitutes: Nothing substitutes for helium in cryogenic applications if temperatures below -429 degrees Fahrenheit
are required. Superconductors, including those in magnetic resonance imaging scanners, are being developed to
operate at higher temperatures using nitrogen instead of helium as a coolant. Hydrogen can be substituted for helium
in some lighter-than-air applications in which the flammable nature of hydrogen is nct objectionable. Argon can be
substituted for helium in welding. Hydrogen can be used as a substitute for helium in deep-sea diving applications.
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Applied to the Saudi case:

The planned budget deficit represents an upward shift in government spending (G),
pushing equilibrium output to a higher level through the multiplier mechanism.
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M EA K Weekly Economic Report No. 571/2026,
Issues in Arab economies — Egypt, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Gas

Prepared by Prof. Dr. Moustafa EI-Abdallah Al Kafry

This reportis the result of monitoring economic media and the internet. Itis provided
to academics, economists, decision-makers, and followers to facilitate access to economic
information.

Some of the information and data in the report may require verification by an expert
orspecialist, as it may not be sufficiently reliable. Please assist in verifying this information
and citing the source to ensure reliability. The author absolves themselves of
responsibility for any inaccurate or misleading information in the report, as the source
cited at the bottom of each article is responsible.

Note: Please inform me if you do not wish to continue receiving the report so that
your name can be removed from the mailing list. Thank you.

I hope you find the report useful.
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